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:‘,Dea/r Jeff
::Hclln From the biﬁ W.

| The thege sisters garden / Farm (dea didw't —fake
Loff last year as we'd hoped. The beans and peas
| did ?rc{"r\f well — YoV may never have liked them
L but we ate a ton of edamame ast svmmer and
" had a whole bvnch of beans and splt peas aried
| for Using ovex the wanter: They furned ovt to be our
___S'Av'mﬂ gmo& The corn Aidn't 4o so het — lmdybe we.
Lhadn't P\M-\’(P/J 1t in the ﬁjh% WAY oY o0 far
[ Away From the other two 4o benefit Hrom the roob
L putrient interactions. Kﬂﬂf/" Hinks that, whatever
e other Fv'oblc'ms, we overplanted +he corn, and
L he's very pvobably vight abovt +hat The squash
Lalmest all OYWFGJ ovt on vs. We think there was
| Some  Kind of Pams't'['ef/ but without ony veal way
Lo properly test Haings we'll yust have o wonder
L \Ne're ?re{—\-\f sure ¥ wasn’t {-\mgal) as _\Wu can Soe

| and reacl&lﬂ \ A—%HF\[ Hhat. Anyway, we saved the

| seeds of +hose few squash Haat 2id live Hrwgk the
| cummer and torched the Gelds and brush last fall
___lrwp‘mg that Hre would je'l‘ rid of whatever the
.,.Tr"b‘eih WAS . 'D';r-t-\{ wor k..



So yeah, lask winker was prefty lean We had split
_peh Sovp pchj much every day Fom late Novewmber
_..‘Hnrbujh mid - March- \ts 3004 SJWFF} and We were
ab\e ‘e wmooch {+rade beans for Some beef and
hane bones and bacon fyom, variovs neighbovs fo
q\ve 11 a likle wore richness. But four wonths
Lof one tqpe of sovp accompanied by Sowme cornbread
18 yeore thah a lilde wonodonovs. Guess | shovidn't
bhitth — sthevs elsewhere have been ‘I"LTD'VQLL So
much wovse. We 4id have a nice trop of a.,,or:las
from  the Arees Svrrwndin9 the hd’US{y,%o—"

but don't we always— Se there was a bit of
sweetness o be had- the TJonathans tvvped out
_esyecially well s year, and we ate them quick

L as we COVlal""’Hne\f don’'t keep foy An\/-[—h'anj} bvt
W [Wned +hat lonﬁ aﬂo. C.]Ae,r) -hm‘. Ouv
___“nf/:lf)hburhno)r" had a Vlf) Oomh—:ulr{l{'\/ Y‘N’—S’gihj
and  we came avway with almest ten onllons
0f the stvff. Fevmented virtually all of it
becavse | maan, 1t's nice 4o have that keeping you
L wWarm —\’krwra’{ﬂ e cold months.

11K\ 6!/65% In l‘lﬁh{- of Hee Lot that we lad c)c{,@(‘)
..-Hn'thgg weren't +vo vad at all. We Loled VP In
CMI\{ December. KOﬂW hald laid VF A goocl §UPF[\{
o wood, F‘”“ieA banyo wnd tinkered with Hwe bikes
and | cooked the sovp and baked and wended
clohes and Lumbeled wrovnd on the plano.



L Aknd we both slept a lot, and -\—ﬂFred ovt a bit
(evk VU 58{‘ ‘o Hiat). The weather was cold,
ot wek o\ferl\-l so. Less spow than vsval, Lut

Leobher Yhay that, a pre{—{-\{ -'r\{F'lch winter.

We haven't given vp gn the three sisters farwv-
ndea, —Hr_wvg\n. We're 'rm]ﬂiﬂﬂ the planmts Haat
__,grow -Ffﬂ'm ‘+he 99845 we Sﬂvegl will also have

| some  vesistunce 4o whatever the Frolaﬂ-&m wAas.
| Roger’s been lhanging ovt with soeme of the
older farmers at the co-op, thinﬂ some hornble
L offee wixed wata dandelion roots and -l-a/{ldnj

L shop. He got sume deas abovt rejiggering the
lsize of the croy clvstevs, so \nopcﬁvl[\{ oUY \fie[cl
il improve  this year

| Here's some of the best news  ope of e —Hn‘mas
A really wanted fo write o you akovt. \Ne've
__’301r movels ! YEE Haw! 14 really like 4o say
(we planned if, bvt you know the deal with

L wmorels. There's 'JUSJr no '{‘6l[fnj when or where,
_“'We‘{’f& 50'1\09 fo Show vp- Well, so we were ovt
...svr\re\finﬁ +hings -Juch a  covple weeks ago,

[ roing o plot where each crop cluster would g
A was S‘kejroh’lnj the [asfov{' of Hhe .[:{e[g) sra,(,{nﬂ
| and suthh, when | heard Koj{’/r stax + Cﬂ«bk“r:ﬂ.



_Well, yov khnow Kﬂjwfs quick. 4o lavgh, so | Jdidn't
make muchh ofF 1. But he wadked around wl"'-mCL

_me, held my head between his hands and chifted
Ly gaze vp. \"d never seen so moiny morels in

Lone place. |t was the wothey lodt.

\WNe. knhew we'd never be akle to gaHat'/l’ Hre m
LA\l So we biked 2\l around +o the different
farms quick as we ceovld and rounded ptople up.
We had seven families tome ovt to help  with
_the Vl&kﬂp Al 4old, we brovght in over 250
__Fovv\de 0¥ worels l. CWe lef ¢ a|1)1~l—e, /, ,{-&w
an the Geld, in the lhopes Huat -Hne'\f’ll come.
back next \{eaw.) We Hvok dhe lion's share,
Lof covrse vt everyone else |left wiore Hhan
_satisfied with a covple dozen rPo'vndS 0L
wwushrooms to each Pwm'tl\{. We Fv-oba,bl\{ cov|(
have KW&‘ nove and sbil had P@Fl-@ ﬂv Wwa\[
~-\”"’PI”Y; bvt tHase other Folks |had been co
decent o US over +he winter it felk like we
_shovd retvrn the favov.

- So noew we're P +o gur vy\leballs N morels. Kpjw
has stk v o few old, sa»lva:ﬁeal Screen wWindews,

‘(‘Y\f\nﬂ to "I’\I +henn tHhat WA-\{. I've been 'aredalinj
_them In covameal  a little saut and pepper and
Pr\finﬁ Hew n leftover bacon fat. Good ﬁbal)
ey re yust amnzihj- Reoger st ate



Uhimse\E sik on thews the other day. We've
lleven  been adding them, fo ovr sovp — they
make W a lot T better, bvt | feel Uke
..iane muShvooms  shovld ke on  their own.

|

HEWG'fe VWSOWl\{ cexrtmn b was last falL’s
‘_?bvrn of £ +hak SFYVH9 +Hewm. Uve been TﬂﬁJin
L 't bit on thew lately and @ 3@4 _C(/orcl,,'.yla
|seemS v be a ‘Fp'ﬂ'l\( CAOM o {)N‘,&UVSOV’ 4o
e Vw) fﬂfi{:‘\n\ﬁ- | don'E 4hink we Wﬂht o burn
..?ﬂ'ﬂaﬁh s fFall — Vua afraad we w-'lglnb Aamd,ﬂ(/
| the m\{oﬁliw. bk we've enc,oyra\ﬂi.nj ovy
lither neighbovs do burn, staggerving thew year
o year. \t's dovbiful we'll 39& mother |ode
type ﬁFru'\Jriv:?S, but hope frily we can Se{' decent
L lones reju\a/rl\f? as heaAinﬁ ovt +o F'wk w |d
morels s sudh a FMn n the ass. (Not ne,.;w[\{
las dwnﬁaro"/@- as 1t used 4o be -Hnov?l,,.)

|We've alse been 5a+heﬁn§ und us‘mﬂ Some psychadelics.
LS the squash failed last yeaw, | teok o hely‘wﬁ
lovt at Rolp and Heather ann{‘f)ome/h{fs farvn -
\Thert's not a whole lot e cam de when a cop
yvst S pviiers Uke that  se | —FISWCJ \'d wake
__;vmisolé FWAV(/‘HVO. @\, wid- Novembetr, after all
ovw  harvest trsks had been aot,omFUSheA-j {
LlwAas MVIQW?? Anost Fvll-FHme ovt tHheve .
...F%A'Mj wnd wa+1’/""lvtj ‘e cu{—Hc-/ gehf'/ml



amttnance, stfF Uke Haat- (& I+ vy Some
...601?4‘/‘/'1“ for vs, which made movching bones and
La lide it of meat FHom Hhem ver Hye
_winter ‘Hmt much eﬂSQlW‘) kh\fwft\{/ | was
Covt 1 theay _fms—{—vvﬂ 4o |2a4 vp cow ?aJrﬁ&s.
C Most ofF Heews | Saw had clusters of litle
bvewin waushyooms Po]&inﬁ vt of Heem.

1\ (1%63 Hetm vt emnd Ker"f Hat n S&FMAB

| Aron, the de3, and asked Rolb vheH,er |
cov|d keeF tHhem. He eYecl me HJor « Fean
Se0ondS, then laVﬁhed wnd Sard te yust be
,_.OMt-PVL, as he ke for a —Fﬂ,(,-t ‘Hnt‘\/ Were,
TV*C{JFY (v"h"mt Ended v with alnost 2 \bs.
ofF them, dr\f we}jln+l. | +zok a few ownces
Lbadk Ao Rob; he wias happy to have them.
 And he was r‘lﬁh‘h “Hﬂe‘f‘f/ Fhehomfnnl. I+
Umade we want tv fie dye -‘ergS agﬁhn, but
Cwathovt a good sovrce of dye we're probably
ovt of \uk. _ﬂne\f'rf/ TS’\\‘DO\{b& ovbt,nfis)
.,,aowrding to +ht covple guides we consvited
__.(O»hCL we 4did consSvlt Yhem pefove (,ohsvh—\'lnﬁ —Haﬁ,S'\'NﬁDMS)

e, 'l’r‘l{::reJ on then, once in early UMUMN{J
and Roaer went off on how ciulizatien had
___—Fumlaﬂhenjrnll\{ C’lﬂM\\aed th the last Fowr
LNemrs That  we'd beome like mushvooms
Hhemselves — growing out of +he o0ld, dead
cvilization . of covrse, 1+ was stoned ranqlol'mj)



out he was sintert abovt f aftevwards \\ke
..1\00'3 glimFStcl SOMf}—H{WB reall\{ basic alevt
l

e world.

I\ have 4o sa +hat | A]Sﬂgr@f) with him. You
land V Loth knew that wwost w.ushrooms
|lare saprophyYes — years anrd veaxs of
Lhunting  wiorels with  arirdima wasS o pre
,_gwa\ jealrvcaﬁov\ {vn ZMS{}'— but -Hrm{jr'ts%y
lemphatically net what +his cultre of- qurs
15 now. n fack, Yd argue thal, as a

L cvitvral arﬁ_m'lsfmj we've shifted fronn W?
_,;EA/FY‘DFH\{‘\"\C +o b&"nﬂ Comelhow v_’h\{corr\niu
oy ahapst Jﬂ‘ul\{ Pho{'os\{anﬁ'l"\(/. For examlvlfz}
LtHhink adorvt gl dhe WAYS In which pop
levidwt, and fashion used 4o Simply vegenomit
tself ovt of stuf€ Haat had  Fallen ovt

0f Cavor a decade or so \:av'wr — | have bell
_‘;bo’('mw,s' Hom voHr the 10s, ea/rl\{ 40s and
__,ca»r\\f 00s as evidentt. T%‘m@ﬁ hew are So
_ii—\'o{-a Ny punke, not as 1n Sh'lJrJl‘\/ mvusic, but

L as e %rﬂ\n W owh WAy wnd +he
,_i.«:\of'\’c’\{ovrselp ethic. | AUESS Hoexre wore-
Lalwiys streaks of ~that oviginality in cultrre
Lprior to Wﬁf\(‘\“\«{m gn'm_a) Adark. but 1+ was
La\l so overshadowe by GGH'Y, horrible Fm?\f/
..-.‘\‘W’m@ 1t sell othexrs on the mpﬂdwlﬂccl)
_,;rehmg\necl) rewarmed versions of tHhe gﬂ'g}mmt stvFE



The “irony 1S fAnaost adl gme noew, amhd to be
___honaaS‘\‘/ we veally ke 1+ that \Nﬂl\{, \ 3%9
(st muddled every thing here, bt of “covrse,
_ ngrther and we e veal b]o\Oﬂ‘lsﬁ--—-—'
_nattalists, yes, bvt not trained scientists ov
cvitrral ot — so F\Cﬂso aon't hold vs
v accountablt fov the real appropriateness
Lo Yhe metaphor

- Finally, and this s the other mamn reason U'm
...M’thnﬂ NV — other than the fuet tat |
ove YW and want 1o \(,6&}7 \{W nformed

Lof +he goheral state of affairs around here —
WE're Frﬁghan‘l'l Well) | am. Hee hee.

The lo"ﬂ wWinter oquIeA with the {-ajrrl\/

- meager harvest and relaﬁvcle F\ﬂh‘l’i‘F‘V(
intoXicants meant \ots of wddl‘mﬁ was \iW+VA—H\f
|| necegsi%f- ?mbw{al\/ 100 wavch information
Aor yov, bvt Ahere b s, So Yeﬁl'l,'I{"S Vhdf’/wﬁy.
We're exated, Cager, 9U'l’—*bV§+'1hﬂ[\{ nervou's
Land all Sovts of other emotions all at once
,._rigln{' new. Doc Says |'m akovt S0 pmonths
Lalong, S0 ou can chGo{’ 40 phe an uncle n
_,_[a{-e NOV%VM oY eMI\[ 'D@c-emly&'/.'

l kneovv \{w'rf/ woved akovt the visks
we're Anking with Has. We khow, and we
know  they re even 31-&6\‘{'\'7( than the



Last time we tried. But we're at o Fa'm{”
new where we  feel +hat we can
|chance Hhis agmn. thpe cevings eternal,
,_,r'\@fn’f? \f nfﬂ‘} Vvell) at least we've- 60’(
Ueushrooms 4o put in the spvp

Hope yov, Pat and ltfle Jeff and Joan
(weathered “he witer well. pest washes 1o
LAl of Nov for e happy, FmoerL, e
__,\arodvc‘["!\’f/ VEM.

:\/ovf’/, |

7S TThe SPOYe fﬁh{‘ 1S taken fyom ohe. of the
cunes |\ Q]ﬂ'HﬂfA‘CA last all. Chances axe very
.‘.goﬂal Aot the sporesS wre viable. Just tear
Loff the {Dr‘mJ('} gl'l]v 1+ oin & well — watered
| ompost ov st pile amd | bet you'll get
L decent Crop Has Fall. (Wash +Hhem of

.1,93&{6 \{oU 60&"( "Hﬂf/lfn, of (‘/OUYSC/) H'ONC —Fvn.

oS- ! -R.
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